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Piper mine reclamation
A Model for Partnership 
Driven Reclamation Success
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David Butler, Cahaba RiverKeeper: 

“Everyone who has or will visit the Cahaba River National Wildlife Refuge can thank the Alabama Department of Labor Abandoned Mine Land Program and 
partners for this tremendous investment, which is in addition to the previous phases of the Piper Mine reclamation. We already see improved water quality and 
more wildlife. The most exciting part is the public will now have the opportunity to enjoy this beautiful land in a way that hasn’t been possible for more than a 
hundred years. We believe this is going to be transformative over the next few years.” 

West Blocton Mayor , Daniel Sims, hopes the completion of the Piper Mine Reclamation 
Project will draw additional visitation to the area. 

“Unfortunately for the town of West Blocton, we’re located in an area where we don’t 
have interstate access. We have to think and be creative; how can we draw people to 
West Blocton.” 
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