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Thunder Mountain History

• Major gold rush into area in1900 – boasted a population of 2,000 or so

• Large slide from Dewey Reef Mine area blocked Monumental Creek

• Town of Roosevelt on Monumental was inundated and abandoned

• Renewed activity 1910 – minor production followed

• Large company exploration 1970s through the 1990s

• Coeur d’ Alene Mines (CDA) permitted and operated Sunnyside 1986-1992

• After producing over 100,000 ounces, CDA reclaimed the site

• Exploration at the Dewey Mine defined a minable reserve in the 1990s
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Historic Sunnyside Mine Area
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Dewey gravity mill (1984)
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Looking north toward reclaimed Sunnyside Mine and leach pad



Looking South at Sunnyside Mine Area 
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Lightning Peak Pit – Mined 1991-1992 by Coeur d’ Alene Mines



Reclaimed Lightning Peak Haulroad



Thunder Mountain Story

• Thunder Mountain Gold and Dewey Mining formed a JV in late 1990s

• Commenced negotiations with Trust for Public Lands (TPL) and the 

US Forest Service in 2001 for a buyout

• TPL took the lead on the project while the USFS conducted an appraisal

• The appraisal was completed in 2004 based on minable reserves, timber

and real estate value

• The appraisal came in at $13,000,000 – based on $400 gold 

• (Gold price at the time was about $260)



The Buyout 

• Appraisal of $13,000,000; final sale price was $5,500,000

• Proceeds split between Dewey Mining and Thunder Mountain

• Balance of $7,500,000 was given as a donative tax credit 

• USFS obligated to complete all existing reclamation, 

estimated at time of sale to be $750,000 (mainly Dewey mill)

• Land transfer from TPL to USFS completed in 2008 using Land and 

Water Conservation Fund

• Road along cherry stem to remain open for public access

• Trust for Public Lands to place a plaque at the wilderness boundary

recognizing the history of Thunder Mountain



Plaque dedication to pioneers of Thunder Mountain in 2016




